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In June, 2003 it was detected Red Gum Lerp Psyllid (Glycaspis brimblecombei) (Hemiptera: Psyllidae) presence in eucalyptus forests in State of São Paulo, causing defoliation, sooty mold and dieback in Eucalyptus camaldulensis and in E. grandis x urophylla clone plantations. Nowadays, this serious pest is distributed in 7 Brazilian states, with E. camaldulensis, E. tereticornis, E. urophylla and eucalyptus hybrids the most attacked by RLP. RLP biological control program has as objectives: 1) monitoring pest population and 2) to establish the rearing and releasing the specific parasitoid, Psyllaephagus bliteus (Hymenoptera: Encyrtidae), founded in Brazil in November, 2003. This program involves Brazilian Universities, Research Institutes and 15 forest companies. In 2004, it was settled up 500 monitoring sites in eucalyptus plantations in Southern, Southeastern and Northeastern regions, using yellow sticky traps. Between September and December, it was released 3500 parasitoid wasps in eucalyptus forests of Minas Gerais and São Paulo states. In 2005, it will be imported new strains of P. bliteus from Mexico and the early and new parasitoid populations will be monitoring using molecular techniques. Studies about selection of resistant eucalyptus clones and microbial insecticides against RLP are carrying out.
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