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The use of genetic engineering in forestry is matter of science as well as technology policy. Engineered trees - i.e. poplars, aspen, birch, eucalyptus, pine and spruce, - are already under field trials in Europe, but plantation into forest has not been done so far. The issues raise a complex mix of environmental and socio-economic concerns. Information is likely to be required by public if they are to support introduction of GMOs in forestry. In EU, a set of institutional arrangements and policy-makers actions accompanied by a set of expectations by interested parties have provided forth-stringent legislation and labelling policies. Moreover, certification initiatives of sustainable forest management do not touch comprehensively this topic, even though the call by MCPFE for strengthening of I&E in the forestry sector. Point of view and contribute of forest land-owners and wood customers is underestimated and much of the information are provided by of the same timber companies that are developing the engineered trees. This paper examines the evolution of interplay between "policy regimes" and "technological regimes" on genetic engineering in sustainable management of forests within a context of a sustainable rural development. Regulatory interventions as well as different solutions over time and across European countries are discussed.
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