Impacts of Forest Management on Ant Diversity in East Texas, USA

Stephen Clarke

Forest Health Protection

USDA Forest Service

Lufkin, TX  USA

e-mail: sclarke@fs.fed.us
Jerry Cook

Department of Biological Sciences

Sam Houston State University

Huntsville, TX  USA

bio_jlc@shsu.edu
Abstract:  The red imported fire ant (RIFA), Solenopsis invicta Buren, an invasive pest in the southeastern United States, has the potential to displace native ant species.  Forest management activities such as thinning or prescribed burning may provide corridors for the entry of the RIFA into the forest, upsetting the native ant diversity.  Our study is designed to monitor ant diversity within loblolly and shortleaf pine forests in east Texas. The objective is to determine the extent and longevity of RIFA entry following management activities.  Initial results indicate the RIFA was prevalent in all stands sampled.  Current results of species counts and diversity trends will be presented.
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