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Abstract:
In 1999 the Pine Wood Nematode Bursaphelenchus xylophilus, a quarantine organism within the EU, was detected in dead Pinus pinaster for the first time in Europe, in Portugal. A survey conducted through the country showed that the nematode was associated only with P. pinaster, being restricted to Setúbal peninsula. The country was divided in three zones, the free, the affected and a buffer zone, belting the affected zone. The drawn objectives to the eradication of the disease are control PWN and monitor the evergreen forests. The strategy of fight against this organism, which is only vectored by Monochamus galloprovincialis, led to the implementation of several measures to control and prevent the spread of the disease, which evolve basically three steps conducted yearly: decline symptoms trees survey, its eradication and vector control. There is a very tight system for the inspection and control of wood circuits, appropriate wood treatments and complementary measures, and of forestry activities related to PWN risk wood. The pine survey is made in the affected and buffer zone, marking decline symptoms trees which are felled and completely eliminated during the winter. The vector control is made from March to November by placing a belt of attractive traps.
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