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Given the trend of escalating globalization, increased numbers of alien pests are inevitable and can be expected to be one of the dominant influences in the world’s forest ecosystems over the next century.  When considering the likely impacts of these invaders, it is necessary to consider more than just effects on forests as they currently exist but to regard forests as dynamic systems and evaluate the role that invaders play in altering long-term forest succession processes.  In some cases we can observe that invaders may cause spectacular short-term impacts (e.g., high levels of tree mortality), but if these effects mimic disturbances caused by pre-existing, natural disturbance agents then their effect on long-term patterns of forest dynamics may be minimal.  In contrast, other alien species may induce changes to forest ecosystems, unlike any pre-existing disturbance agents and these impacts may destabilize natural cycles of forest dynamics, ultimately leading to drastic changes in ecosystem properties and ecosystem services.  We illustrate these varying roles played by alien invaders using examples from eastern N. America.
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