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Table 7. Responses and People in Sado city: Farmers
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Fig. 6. The person who made efforts to preserve toki
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Fig. 7. The evaluation of the release of white storks
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Fig. 8. Reason why the release of white storks is perceived as good
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Fig. 11. Agree and disagree about the release
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Fig. 12. Concerns about the release
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Fig. 14. Consciousness of the toki in daily life
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Fig. 16. Experiences of sighting toki
) BIEEESSTN, % PRGN LT IS 7.

100% TELFNLEE SR
L BEEEESR
80% 3: ElEm ST imT A TS E
B
L 4L
B L
B RFL Bk
40% TR BRIk
B: PEok/ FAEDEBof
204 2“"18*175” DTS Eof
*08 x| [1003BL HL L Bk
o 0o |—| 2% 0X 0% 08 | [11: 985001 Eon
12: =M
12 3 4 85 6 7 8 9 1011 12

F-17 722> To b ¥ HEREORM
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Fig. 20. What to do to ensure the success of the release
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Fig. 21. Expectations of the release
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Fig. 23. Image of toki
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Fig. 24. What is the meaning of “Toki” to you?
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Summary

How did people perceive the release of the toki (Nipponia nippon, Asian crested ibis) on 25
September 2008 and have their perceptions been changed by the release? These questions were
investigated using a mail questionnaire targeting people in Sado City in August 2008. A sample
of 1,000 people was picked randomly from the 20 to 79 year age group. There were 567
responses. The results showed that most people had a good impression of the toki release with
almost 60% saying they appreciated it. Only 30% neither agreed nor disagreed with the release.
Worries about the release mainly consisted of the success of the release rather than any increase in
the damage to agriculture. Many people were worried about the harm done by martens to the
released toki. Only 21% of people questioned had seen the wild toki, but the biggest reason for
supporting the release was given as “The toki are basically wild animals”. Many people treated
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toki as a local symbol or a symbol of nature, and only a few saw it as something for making
money. The same result has been derived from questionnaire research on White Storks in
Toyooka City. The releases in the past have been undertaken far from villages. This toki release is
the second time that it has been done near to villages, just after the white stork release. This
research is based on the questionnaire just before the release. Follow-up research will undertaken

to compare the results of two questionnaires between just before and just after the release.

Key words: Toki (Nipponia nippon), Re-introduction (Release), Sado city, Niigata
prefecture, Local people’s consciousness, Questionnaire survey



