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Ex-situ conservation of Amami Jay Garrulus lidhi at Ueno Zoo
morning tour a.m.7:00 -, Sep. 16, 2012 (OSJ 100th & Ueno Zoo 130th aniversary)

We have now 1 female and 5 males of Amami Jay at Ueno Zoo.

One male was blind when it was secured. The others were collected from our nest
boxes, set at Tatsugo town on Amami-oshima Island, in 2010 and 2011.

We are trying their breeding under captivity, purposing the establishment of ex-situ
conservation population.

We (Tokyo University, Amami Ornithologists’ Club & Ueno Zoo) have researched
the ecology of Amami Jay. We started to collect the smallest nestling of about 10 day-
old, from each clutch of our nest boxes, since 2010. The bird were brought to the Zoo
within the same day, and displayed after two weeks inspection, and we are preparing
their breeding.

We are examining the genetic structure of Amami Jay population with National
Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo. Our goal is establishing an ex-situ
population, which reserves genetic biodiversity of natural population as far as
possible, with more than 100 birds at more than ten zoos and other institutes within
Japan and also abroad.

We have now two presentation and more than two other back-yard cages for our
project. The female is now matching for paring with her future husband. All the birds
are young and actively moving and calling.

DATA [distribution] Amami, Kakeroma, Uke and Edateku Islands [breeding
ecology] Nests are at tree cavities, hollows at a steep slope and cliff, buildings. Nest

building (January ~), eggs (February ~) , laying period (about 18 days), nestling
period (about 25 days, sometimes the nestling leave nests earlier), fledge (March ~
May), clutch size (2 - 6, 3 and 4 is common), often asynchronous hatching, size
difference is observed especially in early nestlings [food habit] omnivorous:

vertebrates, insects, spiders, acorns and fruites, agricultural crops; acorns of super
dominant Castanopsis sieboldii is significant; caches acorns of  Quercus glauca
var.amamiana [population] more than 650 family flocks.




